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Fiˀʑ & Bˉʿɳˏʦ Sˢrˉʤ Orɩˏʞ F˛ˠmʟ Inˡiɩʍ! 

Cayuga Inlet Hydrilla Treatment 
By: Angel Hinickle, Resource Conservation Specialist, CPESC 

  

Treatment of the hydrilla infestation in Cayuga Inlet continues 
this summer. On June 26th, Aquathol K (endothall) was applied 

to 100 acres of the Inlet. Within three days of treatment most 
of the hydrilla plants died and turned to mush. So far, no new 

regrowth has been discovered. On July 12th, treatment with 

Sonar Genesis (fluridone liquid) and Sonar One (fluridone 
pellets) began. These herbicides are being used to prevent 

plant growth from any 2011 hydrilla tubers that may sprout and 
emerge from the sediment during the rest of this 2012 growing 

season.  The intention of the fluridone treatment is to prevent 
any new tubers from being produced in 2012 from new plant 

growth that could sprout in subsequent years.  Sonar Genesis is 

being applied at a low dose (2-5ppb) through three metered 
injection units (one at the fish ladder, one on Cascadilla Creek, 

and one on Six Mile Creek) until October 31.  Water quality 
monitoring is being conducted following each treatment and the 

results are posted on the ñStop Hydrillaò website. Pre-treatment 

and post-treatment plant surveys are also being conducted in 
the Inlet by Aquatic Biologist, Robert Johnson of Racine-

Johnson Aquatic Ecologists to determine treatment 
effectiveness. For more information, please visit 

stophydrilla.org . 

This young buck recently took a peek inside the Tompkins 

County SWCD office window, and also helped himself to 

some flowers in the rain garden. 

Tire Collection 

One Day Only! 
 

 Å Saturday, October 13th, 2012 

 

Å From 9:00amð1:00pm 

 

 Lansing Highway Dept. 

 10 Town Barn Rd., Lansing, NY  

 

Å All car, light truck, and small agricultural tires will be    
collected for $2.00 each.  

 

Å Tractor trailer tires will be collected for $3.00 

 

Å All NY State Residents are welcome. 

 

Å Please pre-count large quantities of tires! 

 

For more information, please contact the  

Tompkins County Soil & Water Conservation  District 

at 257-2340. 
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Farm City Day Celebrates 15th Year With a Return to 

Sweyolakan Farms 
By Debbie Teeter, Agricultural Educator, CCE-Tompkins 

 

Just two years ago the Baker family of Sweyolakan Farms in 

the Town of Ithaca hosted Tompkins County Farm City Day. 

This is not the first time the event has been hosted more than 

once by the same farm, but in the past there has been nearly 

ten years between visits. Why the rapid return? Because Jamie 

and Jenny Bakerôs youngest daughter, Hannah, was just 

crowned the 2012 Tompkins County Dairy Princess, and they 

want to celebrate by once again inviting the public to visit their 

dairy farm!  

 

This delightful family -oriented event will occur on Saturday, 

August 18th, from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at 380 Bostwick 

Road in Ithaca. Spending the day on a dairy farm is an 

unusual experience for most folks, as there are no dairy farms 

in the area that regularly host guests. This will be a wonderful 

opportunity to learn about the many facets of dairying, 

including care and feeding of livestock at different life stages, 

barns and other farm structures designed for specific farm 

needs, land management and crop production, and the types 

of equipment needed all around the farm.  

 

Jamie Baker, a nutrition consultant for many dairy farms in 

addition to managing his own farm, once told me the first 

question he asks a dairy farmer having trouble is, ñWhatôs the 

most important thing on your farm?ò. If the answer isnôt ñThe 

cows.ò, he knows where to start. Farm City Day visitors will 

see how the Baker familyôs operation is based on what they 

think is best for their cows. For one thing, Bakerôs operate a 

ñclosed herdò, which means they donôt buy-in any calves or 

cows; all their cows are born on the farm. This helps maintain 

herd health by preventing the introduction of illness or disease 

and has allowed them to grow slowly, thereby avoiding debt. 

Growing the herd slowly also provided the time needed to 

construct new buildings, acquire additional water resources, 

and develop a larger land base to support herd growth.  

 

Visitors from 2010 will be surprised by the new machine and 

hay storage facility on the farm, as well as the expanded bunk 

silo. The Bakers have also introduced a new method of calf 

care. Traditionally, young stock (calves) are housed in 

individual ñhutchesò with separate, attached pens. This is a 

proven method of preventing the exchange of illness and 

disease between calves, which are, essentially babies ï even 

though they seem pretty big to us. A new approach is to place 

calves together in a communal area, where they can have free

-choice or on-demand feeding, rather than the twice -a-day 

feeding associated with individual hutches.  

The Bakers are finding that by keeping the calves together 

with on-going access to food, the calves eat 7-8 times per day 

- less at each feeding, but more overall. As a result, they grow 

at their own rate, which is faster on average. The Bakers 

report the calves remain healthy and they benefit from the 

interaction. 

 

Farm City Day will offer in-depth information on many of 

Sweyolakan Farmôs practices, often from the farmôs 

consultants and agencies and businesses they work with. 

Youôll also be able to meet three generations of the Baker 

family, all of whom are involved with the farm in some way. 

Plan to spend the day learning about the farm: from exploring 

the different barns, milk house and other farm structures to 

taking a wagon ride through the farm fields. Thereôs a lot to 

see and do, since the Bakers have a herd of just under 200 

cows and work over 1000 acres. 

 

So, why not, take a drive up Bostwick Road between Seven 

Mile Drive and Sheffield Road in Ithaca On Saturday, August 

18th? Youôll have the chance to appreciate close-up a view 

many area residents have enjoyed for years from the other 

side of the valley. The Baker family, a terrific example of the 

excellent stewardship farmers provide for the land and 

animals, invites visitors to come on out and experience the 

farm first -hand at this yearôs Farm City Day! 

The Tompkins County Soil & Water Conservation District 

recently participated in the ñCelebrate The Lakeò event held 

on July 17th from 4-7pm at the Farmers Market in Ithaca. This 

was the first time for this event, and it was very successful with 

plenty of informational booths, activities, kayaking, 

paddleboarding, music, food, and beverages. The event was 

organized and sponsored by the Finger Lakes Land Trust, and 

many other organizations.  
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Å Hydro-seeder (fee) Å No-till Drill (fee for 
rental) Å Broadcast Seeder (loaned out for free) Å 
Soil Sampling (fee) Å Pond Site Evaluations 
(fee) Å Streambank Erosion, Technical 
Assistance Å Drainage Problems, Technical 
Assistance Å Comprehensive Nutrient 
Management Plans Å Grazing Plans Å Pasture 

Improvement Å Educational Presentations and 
Resources Å Ag-Plastics Baler 

 

 
TAYLOR RENTAL 
1779 Hanshaw Rd. 
Ithaca, NY 14850 
607-273-1807 
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